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                City Council Meeting – June 10, 2024 

The regular meeting of the Oak Hill City Council was held June 10, 2024 in the Council Chambers of Oak Hill City Hall, beginning at 6:00 p.m.
Before the invocation Councilmember Gill requested that a moment of silence be held for Tom Pannell, a fellow city employee.
Invocation - Invocation was given by Councilmember Chris Gill
Pledge of Allegiance - Mayor Charles Briscoe led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Call to Order - Mayor Briscoe called the meeting to order.
Roll Call - City Manager Damita Johnson called the roll.
PRESENT  
Mayor Charles Briscoe				Ward I		Ward II
Council at Large William Hannabass		Diana Janney		Chris Gill
							Roger Evans		PJ Elder
							Terry VanBuskirk	Tim Buskus
ALSO PRESENT - Damita Johnson-City Manager
		      									
ABSENT – Valerie Vaughn, City Clerk-Treasurer
	      Bill File, City Attorney
Reading and Approval of Minutes: Copies of the minutes from the May 13 regular meeting and the June 3, 2024 special joint meeting between the Council and the Building Commission were provided to Council. Motion to accept the minutes as provided was made by Councilmember Janney, seconded by Councilmember VanBuskirk. Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
Treasurer's Report: Copies of the revenue, expenditures, and vendor checks for the month of May 2024 were presented to the Council. Councilmember Janney made a motion to accept the treasurer's report as presented, seconded by Councilmember VanBuskirk.   Motion carried unanimously 7-0. 
Correspondence: There was no correspondence.
Citizen Comments  
1. Charleen Nelson had concerns regarding 1)  the clean-up of Harlem Heights dilapidated buildings, specifically the old school building,  2) dogs running loose,  3) general clean up – residents of Harlem Heights not keeping properties clean.
2.  Shauna Sparks of the Oak Hill Swim Club requested that the property in front of the swim club be cut.  She pointed out that the Swim Club had donated this piece of property to the City previously.  
New Business
Council-at-Large Hannabass made a motion to deviate from the regular order of business and move item number five of New Business to be the first item of business on the agenda.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Janney.  Motion carried 7-0, none opposed.
5.  Council-at-Large Hannabass asked the City Street Department and the family of Tom Pannell to come forward as he read and presented to Susie Ewards, a Resolution to name the public works building the “Thomas D Pannell Public Works Garage”.  Council-at-Large Hannabass made the motion to accept this resolution, seconded by Councilmember VanBuskirk.  Motion carried 7-0.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS                                                                                                                             1.  Act Upon Recommendation of the Planning Commission to Allow a Land Classification Change from R-2 Residential District to B-2 General Business District at 1800 E Main Street – 2nd Reading.  Councilmember Elder made the motion to accept this as the 2nd reading, seconded by Councilmember Gill.  Motion carried 7-0.    
2.  Act Upon Recommendation of the Planning Commission to Amend the Land Use Table by Adding Section 15.38.470 “Smoke Shop, Vape Shop, and Tobacco Store” to the City of Oak Hill Supplemental Information and Corresponding Definitions to 15.04.010 Terms – 2nd Reading.           The City Manager stated that the changes have been made.  A motion was made by Councilmember Gill to act upon the recommendation of the planning commission to amend the land use table by adding sections 15.38.470, smoke shop, vape shop and tobacco store to the Oak Hill supplemental information and corresponding definitions to terms and accept this as the 2nd reading.  Council-at-Large Hannabass seconded the motion.  Motion carried 7-0.
3.  Minden Park Survey Results.
Josh Sapio, Parks and Recreation Director, provided results of the survey.  He informed that there were 26 who responded.  Questions were on location, type of playground equipment, how many households that had children up to the age of 16, and if it was thought that Minden needed a park.  Of the 26 that responded 21 one said yes and five said no.  The survey was sent to every household that received a sewer bill from the City which was approximately 200 residents.
 
4.  Act upon Resolution Concerning the Sale of the Former BB&T Building.  
City Manager Damita Johnson read the prepared resolution concerning the sale of the former BB&T building.  Some of the concerns discussed were what was owed, who was responsible for what, and the possibility of repurposing the building.  A motion was made by Council-at-Large Hannabass to approve the Resolution as read, seconded by Councilmember Elder.  Motion carried 7-0.  

6.  National Fitness Campaign:  Fitness Court – Grant Opportunity Consideration and Resolution of Support.
Josh Sapio introduced a resolution of support from the national Fitness campaign for the installation of an outdoor fitness court. He was recently contacted by a representative of the National Fitness campaign about a grant opportunity to install one of their fitness courts. Tyler Bragg showed a three minute video to explain the national fitness campaign and exactly what the fitness court is. 
A motion was made by Council-at-Large Hannabass to support a Resolution of Support.  Motion was seconded by Councilmember Gill.  Motion carried unanimously 7-0.

7.  Year End Budget Revision – General Fund and Coal Severance Fund
The finance committee met right before the council meeting and went over the revision.     Councilmember Janney made the motion to accept the revision as presented by the City Manager, seconded by Councilmember Evans.  Motion carried unanimously 7-0.
8.  Status of Collins Middle School (Anticipated Executive Session).                                                                 Michael Taylor was present to discuss the matter.  The City Manager requested that Council go into executive session with Mr. Taylor.  Councilmember Elder made the motion to go into executive session, seconded by Councilmember Janney.  Motion carried unanimously 7-0.
Upon return a motion was made to resume the meeting by Councilmember VanBuskirk, seconded by Councilmember Elder.  Motion carried 7-0.  No action was taken during the executive session.  
9.  Consideration of Providing Air-EVac Insurance for Employees.                                                                                                                      Police Chief Whisman gave information on the Air-Evac.  It was requested that the City provide this for all employees.  There was discussion among council whether it could be offered to all.  The City Manager will discuss with City Attorney, Mr. File.  Council-at-Large Hannabass made a motion to provide it for all employees of the city and at a future time, to include the council.  Motion seconded by Councilmember Janney.    It was questioned whether the City would cover for the Fire Department as they are currently covering their own.  Council-at-Large Hannabass amended his motion to include the fire department, seconded by Councilmember Janney.  Motion carried unanimously 7-0.
10.  Fire Department Funding (Anticipated Executive Session)  This was moved to the end of the items to be discussed.
11.  Appoint Building Commission Member to Fill Vacancy 
Bill Laird resigned from the commission leaving a vacancy.  Councilmember VanBuskirk made a motion to table this until we can advertise the vacancy on social media.   Council-at-Large Hannabass seconded the motion.  Motion carried unanimously 7-0.

12.  Consideration of Lowering Speed Limit on Highlawn Avenue.
Councilmember Gill spoke on this.  He has received several complaints about the speeding on Highlawn Avenue.  It has been requested that the speed limit be lowered from 25 mph to 15 mph from Highlawn to the entrance of the church.  Evans questioned if putting a stop sign up would slow speeders down, which was a favorable suggestion.   Councilmember VanBuskirk made the motion to install stop sign up, seconded by Councilmember Elder.  Motion carried unanimously 7-0.   

10.  Fire Department Funding (Anticipated Executive Session)  
Councilmember VanBuskirk made a motion to go into executive session, seconded by Councilmember Buskus.  Motion carried 7-0.
Upon return no action was taken.  Councilmember Janney motioned to resume the meeting, Councilmember Buskus seconded.  Motion carried 7-0.

There being no further business the meeting adjourned.



													    								Charles Briscoe, Mayor
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